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Background 
This document contains the outcome of HELCOM HOD 47-2014 that was held on 9-10 December 2014 in 

Helsinki, Finland. Issues of relevance for GEAR have been bolded.  

The full Outcome with Annexes is available in the Meeting Portal. 

 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information. 

  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2047-2014-186/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2047-2014-Rev.1.pdf
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OUTCOME OF THE 47TH MEETING OF HEADS OF DELEGATION  

(HELCOM HOD) 

 

Introduction 

0.1 The 47th Meeting of the Heads of Delegation was held in the premises of the HELCOM 
Secretariat in Helsinki, Finland, on 9-10 December 2014.  

0.2 The Meeting was attended by participants from all Contracting Parties as well by Observers from 
Baltic Farmers' Forum on Environment (BFFE), and World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) as well as invited 
guests representing Priority Areas and Horizontal Actions of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (for 
Agenda Item 5). The List of Participants is contained in Annex 1. 

0.3 The Meeting was chaired by the Chair of the Helsinki Commission, Mr. Harry Liiv. 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

Documents: 1-1, 1-1-Rev.1, 1-2 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the Agenda as contained in document 1-1-Rev.1.  

Agenda Item 2  Preparations for HELCOM 36-2015 

Documents: 2-1  

2.1 The Meeting considered the Provisional Agenda of HELCOM 36-2015 (3-4 March 2015) (doc. 2-1) and 
agreed on the suggestion to include coordination with other Regional Seas Commissions as an additional 
point for the agenda and agreed on the agenda as included in Annex 2. 

2.2 The Meeting decided not to hold a HELCOM Stakeholder Conference in 2015 and consider the possibility 
for having a conference in 2016. 

Agenda Item 3  Matters arising from the HELCOM Groups 

 Maritime Working Group (Maritime) 

Documents: 3-1, 3-3, 3-20-Rev.1, 3-7 

3.1 The Meeting took note of the outcome of MARITIME 14-2014 (Riga, Latvia, 4-6 November 2014) 
(doc. 3-6) in general and furthermore: 

― agreed to support with a letter the application of the FAMOS project “Finalising Surveys for the Baltic 
Motorways of the Sea” for funding within EU CEF Transport; 

― approved organizing MARITIME 15-2015 on 23-25 November 2015 in Lithuania. 

3.2 The Meeting agreed that a draft roadmap regarding the future work on the Baltic Sea NECA 
application should be developed and welcomed the offer by Denmark to lead the work. 

3.3 The Meeting requested Denmark to start the work on the draft roadmap as soon as possible and 
as a first step propose a timetable for the work to be consulted via correspondence, and report on the 
progress to HELCOM 36-2015. 

3.4 The Meeting supported that a dialogue meeting on a NOx ECA between the Baltic Sea and North 
Sea countries should be organised during 2015 as a part of the draft roadmap process, and that it could also 
consider the experiences from the North American MARPOL Annex VI ECA. 
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3.5 The Meeting recalled the views expressed at MARITIME 14-2014 that the German interpretation 
of the revised Annex VI of the MARPOL Convention is that it supersedes the rules of the Helsinki Convention 
(Annex IV, Regulation 7) regarding incineration on board ships, while the interpretation of Sweden and 
Finland is that they consider Article 10 (Prohibition of incineration) and Annex IV, Regulation 7 of the Helsinki 
Convention valid despite the revision of Annex VI of the MARPOL Convention. 

3.6 The Meeting decided to establish a targeted sub-group under the Maritime Working Group to 
enhance the co-operation between the public and private stakeholders in the framework of the “Green 
Technology and Alternative Fuels Platform for Shipping” (doc. 3-3) to be led by Sweden and Finland and 
approved the Draft Terms of Reference for the sub-group as amended in the Meeting and as contained in 
Annex 3. 

3.7 The Meeting endorsed the revised HELCOM Recommendation 25/7 “Safety of winter navigation 
in the Baltic Sea Area” (doc. 3-7) and decided to submit the revised Recommendation to HELCOM 36-2015 
for adoption. 

3.8 The Meeting considered the Interim report from the Correspondence Group concerning 
effective dates of the Special Area requirements under Annex IV of MARPOL (doc. 3-20-Rev.1) and recalled 
the discussion on the notification on the adequacy of the sewage Port Reception Facilities (PRF) in the Baltic 
Sea. 

3.9 The Meeting noted the good progress made to address sewage from passenger ships and 
highlighted that the remaining issue at IMO for the Baltic Sea special area under MARPOL Annex IV to take 
effect is the receipt of sufficient notifications on the availability of adequate reception facilities from 
Parties to MARPOL Annex IV whose coastlines border the relevant special area. 

3.10 The Meeting took note of the awareness of the Russian Federation regarding the two to three-
fold increase in load for reception facilities, the lack of information from shipping companies’ policy, whether 
they have plans in place to install new or upgrade existing sewage treatment plans on their passenger ships. 
The Russian Federation stressed that adequate port reception facilities for sewage could not be considered 
separately from the shipping activities in the area. 

3.11 The Meeting recalled the information provided by Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania 
and Sweden during MARITIME 14-2014 that their sewage port reception facilities in the Baltic Sea are 
adequate. The Meeting welcomed updates from Germany and Poland on their deliberations including the 
issue of adequacy of the sewage port reception facilities in their Baltic Sea ports.  

3.12 The Meeting recalled that the 2014 HELCOM Overview on Sewage Port Reception Facilities in 
the Baltic Sea Region will be circulated on 16 December 2014 for a second round of commenting and will be 
finalized by the end of January 2015. 

3.13 The Meeting welcomed the information that the Port of Stockholm is finalizing a report on 
sewage quality to be available by the end of 2014 and that it will be made available in English to interested 
countries, observers and the wider public. 

3.14 The Meeting took note that the information from the Port of Stockholm is crucial for the further 
work plan in Poland to finish the technical part. 

3.15 The Meeting recalled that there is no requirement to propose dates for IMO regarding the 
enforcement of MARPOL Annex IV, as IMO will make the decision on the effective dates. However, the 
Meeting recalled further that effective dates can be proposed to IMO if the coastal countries so wish. The 
Meeting recommended that countries who have not done so are invited to consider proposing effective dates 
to be inserted in a future notification to IMO. 

3.16 The Meeting took note that with regard to the effective dates the Russian Federation raised the 
concern that provisions of MARPOL Annex IV do not provide the Parties the possibility to indicate the date 
of entry into force of the status of “special area” besides the notification about the adequacy of the port 
reception facilities in the area. 
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3.17 The Meeting took note that Germany does its best to have a position regarding an effective date 
by mid-January 2015. 

3.18 The Meeting agreed to come back to the adequacy of PRF notification via correspondence, 
namely after the receiving the final report of the Correspondence Group on addressing the effective dates 
for the special area regulations under Annex IV of MARPOL, established by MARITIME 14-2014, by 15 January 
2015, and finalize evaluating it by 31 January 2015. 

3.19 The Meeting noted that notifications regarding availability of adequate port reception facilities 
can also be submitted to IMO MEPC 68 individually by the countries. 

 Response Working Group (Response) 

Documents: 3-21, 3-22, 3-23 

3.20 The Meeting took note of the outcome of RESPONSE 19-2014 (Tallinn, Estonia, 25-27 November 
2014) (doc. 23) presented by Ms. Heli Haapasaari, incoming Chair of the Response WG, both in general, and 
particularly: 

- congratulated Ms. Heli Haapasaari, Finland, and Ms. Sonja Dobo, Sweden, and Mr. Ojars Gerke, 
Latvia, for their election as Chair and the Vice-Chairs of the Group, respectively, for 2015-2016, 

- supported CHEMARE project application, the use of the Response group as the reference group of 
the planned project and approved HELCOM participation in the project, i.a., to support the revision 
of HELCOM Response Manual Volume 2, 

- welcomed the offer by Finland to lead intersessional consultations on national calculations of 

response capacity and to organize a HELCOM workshop, if considered needed, on risk evaluations 

and related capacity calculations before RESPONSE 20-2015, 

- approved arranging the next meeting of the Response Working Group (RESPONSE 20-2015) on 1-3 

June 2015 in Brussels, Belgium. 

13.1. The Meeting thanked Mr. Bernt Stedt for his valuable work in chairing the Response Working 
Group during the years 2011-2014 as well as Mr. Kalervo Jolma and Mr. Marek Reszko for their long-term 
work for the Group acting as the Vice-Chairs for the Group during the years 2009-2014 and 2002-2014, 
respectively. 

3.21 The Meeting urged all Contracting Parties to participate in the work of HELCOM SUBMERGED 
and recalled that the next meeting to take place in Bonn, Germany was originally planned for 17-19 March 
2015 but the dates will now be revisited upon request of one of the Contracting Parties. 

3.22 The Meeting considered the draft HELCOM Recommendation on marine pollution incident 
reporting and requests for assistance between Contracting Parties in the Baltic Sea area (doc. 3-2) and took 
note of the additional background to the draft Recommendation provided in the presentation by the 
Response Chair (Presentation 1). 

3.23 The Meeting agreed that HELCOM should use e-mails instead of fax in communication of POLREP 
BALTIC messages between Contracting Parties. 

3.24 The Meeting took note of the position by Russia that the regional HELCOM communication 
channels should be maintained, but modern technological solutions could replace the existing basic system. 
The Meeting agreed that in order to move forward: 

― the Response Chair will lead the work in the HELCOM TG POLREP on drafting the Recommendation 
on marine pollution incident reporting, 

― Russian Federation will provide the Chair with initial input in writing on their preferred solution 
regarding the exchange of POLREP BALTIC messages and to the text of the draft Recommendation by 
the end of January 2015, 

― a new draft should be available by HELCOM 36-2015, 
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― all Contracting Parties are invited to contribute to the work. 

3.25 The Meeting highlighted that the Seatrack Web (STW) has been a central tool for the regional 
HELCOM cooperation on spill response for three decades and agreed that it should be considered as the 
official HELCOM spill modelling tool. 

3.26 The Meeting requested that a proposal on financing STW is prepared by the host country 
Sweden in cooperation with the Secretariat to HELCOM 36-2015. 

3.27 The Meeting considered the draft revised HELCOM Recommendation 34E/4 “Airborne 
surveillance with remote sensing equipment in the Baltic Sea area” (doc. 3-22) and decided to forward it 
to HELCOM 36-2015 for adoption pending the study reservations by Estonia and Russian Federation, to be 
clarified by 6 February 2014. 

Group on Ecosystem-based Sustainable Fisheries (Fish) 

Documents: 3-11, 3-8, 3-27 

3.28 The Meeting requested the Contracting Parties who have not yet done so to nominate their 
members to the new groups Fish, Agri, Pressure, and State & Conservation and submit nominations to the 
Secretariat as soon as possible. 

3.29 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the first meeting of the Group on Ecosystem-based 
Sustainable Fisheries (doc. 3-11) presented by Mr. Marcin Ruciński, Poland, and congratulated Mr. Ruciński 
for the election as the Chair of the group for 2014-2016 and approved the Work Plan for the Fish group as 
contained in Annex 4. 

3.30 The Meeting took note of the information by the Chair of the Fish group that the scope of the 
work of BALTFISH on fisheries management in MPAs is limited to coordinating fisheries’ interests in areas 
with several rights for fishing. The Meeting recommended to pursue cooperation between the HELCOM Fish 
and BALTFISH on this issue for mutual benefit. 

3.31 The Meeting agreed that the next meeting of the Fish group will be held in spring 2015 possibly 
back-to-back with a BALTFISH meeting under the Lithuanian Presidency. The Meeting clarified that the Fish 
group may request HODs to agree on holding additional meetings if they are needed. 

3.32 The Meeting considered the draft Recommendation on aquaculture (doc. 3-8) presented by the 
Chair of the Fish group and supported further development of the document having in mind the intention to 
have the new Recommendation submitted to HELCOM 36-2015 for adoption. 

3.33 The Meeting took note that several Contracting Parties have a study reservation on the 
Recommendation.  

3.34 The Meeting took note of the following comments by the Contracting Parties and Observers: 

- by Germany that the title of the document should be more neutral – “Sustainable Aquaculture in the 
Baltic Sea region”; to describe the term “sustainable aquaculture”, e.g. as done in CDB and its Aichi 
Targets 6 and 7; to insert a reference to possible input of marine litter from aquaculture activities as 
there are clear indications of this sector contributing to littering of the Baltic Sea; to insert a clear 
statement that sustainably managed aquaculture activities are, inter alia, in line with the demands of 
the MSFD (as far as EU member states are concerned); take into account the need to manage marine 
and freshwater aquaculture on the basis of the Ecosystem Approach, to take into consideration 
ecological relevant impact on the marine environment; and carefully assess the impact of aquaculture 
in MPAs, 

- by Denmark proposing title “Recommendation on measures aimed at developing sustainable 
aquaculture in the Baltic Sea Region”; that the Recommendation should not impose more stringent 
requirements than those of the EU, 

- by Sweden to rectify the implementation date for the Recommendation, 
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- by Russia to balance references to other legislation in preamble, 

- by CCB as contained in document 3-27. 

3.35 The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide their comments and clarify the study 
reservations to the Recommendation by 30 January 2015 and recommended finding a consensus in the 
further drafting and finalization of the Recommendation by 9 February 2015.  

3.36 The Meeting agreed on an online meeting in early February 2015, if necessary, to take into 
account and solve the last remaining issues to the Recommendation in time for its adoption by HELCOM 36-
2015. 

3.37 The meeting agreed on the title of the Recommendation to be “Sustainable Aquaculture in the 
Baltic Sea region”. 

 Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (Agri) 

Documents: 3-14, 3-14-Add,1, 3-15, 3-24 

3.38 The Meeting took note of the first Meeting of the Agri group (AGRI 1-2014, Copenhagen, 
Denmark, 20-21 November 2014) (doc. 3-14) and welcomed the willingness of Germany to lead the work on 
nutrient accounting and congratulated Mr. Dietrich Schulz, Germany, for the election as the Chair for the 
Group for 2014-2016. 

3.39 The Meeting considered the project proposal to review and revise Part II of Annex III of the 
Helsinki Convention - AGRIREV (doc. 3-15) and was of the opinion that the review and revision process should 
be driven by the Contracting Parties, and therefore did not support the project proposal at this stage. 

3.40 The Meeting took note of the proposal by Lithuania for the scope of the review of Part II of 
Annex III (doc. 3-24). 

3.41 The Meeting requested the Agri group to develop a proposal for the review process of part II 
of Annex III for the consideration by the Heads of Delegation. Once the scope of the review has been 
decided on by HOD, the revision process could start. The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to 
consider co-/leading the review/revision work. 

3.42 The Meeting decided to remove the reference to the AGRIREV project proposal (cf. 3.39) from 
the Work Plan for HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices 2014-2016, and with this change 
approved the Work Plan (Annex 5).  

3.43 The Meeting agreed to hold the next meeting of the Group on 27-29 May 2015 in Goslar, 
Germany. 

 Working Group on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area (Pressure) 

Documents: 3-1, 3-2, 3-10, 3-5, 3-17, 3-26, 3-28 

3.44 The Meeting took note of the invitation to, and the programme of, a seminar on sea-based 
methods to reduce consequences of eutrophication to be held on 12 February 2015 in Stockholm (doc. 3-28) 
and requested the Secretariat to disseminate the invitation to stakeholders. 

3.45 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the first meeting of the Pressure Working Group 
presented by Mr. Lars Sonesten, Chair, and congratulated Mr. Sonersten for the election as the Chair of the 
WG for 2014-2016.  

3.46 The Meeting considered the draft Work Plan for the Pressure group as contained in document 
3-1, amended it according to comments by Finland and approved it as contained in Annex 6. 

3.47 The Meeting supported the thematic focus of the Pressure meetings and endorsed organizing 
the second meeting of the WG, dealing mostly with nutrients, on 6-8 May 2015 in Estonia and the third 
meeting on hazardous substances on two days during the week of 5-9 October 2015. 



GEAR 9-2015, 2-1 
 

 

Page 8 of 13 
 

3.48 The Meeting supported organizing a workshop devoted to the updating knowledge on 
retention coefficient and transboundary inputs and invited the Chair of Pressure and the Secretariat to 
confirm the proposed date and place, 5 May 2015 in Estonia, for the workshop, taking into account the 
possible participation of representatives of transboundary river basin commissions. 

3.49 The Meeting supported organizing an expert workshop on further development of the draft 
HELCOM Recommendation on sustainable handling of sewage sludge in spring 2015 and invited the lead 
countries for the Recommendation, Germany and Sweden, to confirm whether they are ready to organize 
the workshop and inform the Secretariat accordingly by the end of 2014.  

3.50 The Meeting supported arranging a workshop to further consider an initial list of possible 
actions to prevent pharmaceuticals reaching the Baltic Sea in spring 2015 and welcomed the offer by 
Germany to host the workshop and investigate possibilities to do it in cooperation with Sweden in their 
coordinating role for Priority Area Hazards of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region. 

3.51 The Meeting requested the Pressure group to specify in which transboundary river basin 
commission(s) the cooperation should be established taking into account the specific need to involve 
countries upstream in the catchment area. 

3.52 The Meeting found it beneficial to have a similar approach to underwater noise as for other 
pressures, which provides a justification for placement of underwater noise in the Pressure group ToR, and 
requested that activities are started based on the BIAS project outcomes and taking into account OSPAR 
work. 

3.53 The Meeting decided to establish the Reduction Scheme Core Drafting Group (RedCore DG) 
(doc. 3-2) and agreed on its Terms of Reference as contained in Annex 7. The Meeting requested the 
RedCore DG to prepare a list of concrete deliverables of the drafting group, giving priority to CART follow-
up, in order to consider providing financial support for some of the tasks. 

3.54 The Meeting took note that Germany is ready to contribute to the work of the RedCore DG.  

3.55 The Meeting considered the draft core pressure indicator on nutrient inputs (doc. 3-10), noting 
that it will be updated with data for 2011-2012 during the beginning of 2015 and adopted it in general as 
part of the nutrient reduction scheme follow-up system. 

3.56 The Meeting exchanged views on the best ways to present the main outcomes of the indicator 
for further consideration and suggested the following: 

― to improve the visual representation in general, including by linking it to other related indicators, 

― to reconsider the use of maps for presenting the outcome of pressure indicators,  

― stick, for the time being, to the original seven sub-basins for which MAI has been established. 

3.57 The Meeting highlighted the need to work out the inter-linkage between the assessment 
methods for the coastal areas and the open sea. 

3.58 The meeting took note of the presentation of the draft follow-up assessment on progress 
towards the country-wise allocation of nutrient reduction targets (CART) (doc. 3-26). 

3.59 The Meeting clarified that the CARTs as stated in the 2013 HELCOM Copenhagen Ministerial 
Declaration are the ones to be followed within the assessment and took note that Germany regrets that 
HELCOM does not yet have a CART follow-up system in place one year after adoption of the targets. 

3.60 The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to provide feedback to the draft CART follow-up 
assessment from the point of view of presentation of results and policy needs, especially on the key message, 
by 30 of January 2015 ( to the Secretariat minna.pyhala@helcom.fi). 

3.61 The Meeting appreciated the ambitious task of developing the CART follow-up assessment and 
noted that further work is needed, but that some elements of the assessment could be ready by HELCOM 
36-2015. 
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3.62 The Meeting thanked the Chair of RedCore DG, BNI Sweden and the Secretariat for the valuable 
work done in developing MAI indicator and CART follow up assessment. 

3.63 The Meeting took note of the additional information by the Russian Federation regarding the 
Sub-Hot Spot No. 18.1 “Construction of new sewer connections” (Saint-Petersburg) (doc. 3-17) and agreed 
on the deletion of the sub-hot spot.  

3.64 The Meeting noted that there is still some work on-going to improve the North-West WWTPs in 
St. Petersburg in cooperation with the Northern Dimension and invited the Russian Federation to keep the 
HELCOM community up-to-date regarding the issue. 

3.65 The Meeting welcomed that Russia can lift the study reservation on the revised HELCOM 
Guidelines for Management of Dredged Material at Sea and agreed that the Guidelines will be forwarded 
to HELCOM 36-2015 for adoption. The Meeting requested the Secretariat to check if the corresponding 
HELCOM Recommendation requires updating.  

3.66 The Meeting took note of the progress in developing the 2nd Draft Regional Action Plan on 
Marine Litter (RAP ML), including the 2nd Regional Expert Workshop held in Stralsund, Germany, 22-23 
October 2014 and the back-to-back meeting of the HELCOM, OSPAR and MEDPOL Secretariats (doc. 3-5) 
and thanked Germany for leading the work and for the highly appreciated contribution to the progress 
achieved.  

3.67 The Meeting supported the RAP ML in general, but some countries were of the view that the 
structure should be reconsidered so that it better reflects the format of HELCOM Recommendations. 

3.68 The Meeting supported cooperation between the Regional Sea Conventions in the field of 
development and implementation of the RAPs for ML and highlighted the role of interregional cooperation 
for reaching joint targets.  

3.69 The Meeting discussed an introduction of 30% reduction target by 2020 in line with the 
European Commission's Communication 'Towards a Circular economy' (COM(2014) 398). After clarification 
by the European Union, the Meeting was of the opinion that the target could be mentioned in the preamble 
of the Action Plan as a general recommendation.  

3.70 The Meeting discussed the process of finalizing the draft RAP on ML and decided the following:  

- agreed in general on the palette of measures proposed in the 2nd Draft RAP on ML, differentiation 

between national and regional measures and proposed operational targets associated to regional 

measures; 

- agreed that the document should be elaborated in the format of a HELCOM Recommendation; 

- agreed that the comments should be submitted by the Contracting Parties to the Secretariat 

preferably by the end of 2014 and not later than 15 January 2015. 

 Group on the Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach (Gear) 

Documents: 3-4, 3-16, 3-18, 3-19 

3.71 The Meeting took note of the Outcome of GEAR 8-2014 (doc. 3-4) and welcomed the re-election 
of Ms. Heike Imhoff as Chair of the Gear group for the upcoming two years. 

3.72 The Meeting welcomed the work to produce a joint document of regional coordination of 
programme of measures by the Intersessional Group on Programmes of Measures (IG PoM) established 
under Gear, and noted that the document will be finalized by the end of 2015 so that Contracting Parties 
that are also EU Member States can use it in the reporting of MSFD Article 13. The Meeting furthermore 
noted that in the development of the document further possibilities to coordinate measures to implement 
the BSAP, Ministerial Declarations, and HELCOM recommendations will be explored. 

3.73 The Meeting noted the development by Gear of a “HELCOM plan to improve regional 
coherence in the implementation of marine policies to reach Good Environmental Status of the Baltic Sea” 
(doc. 3-19). 



GEAR 9-2015, 2-1 
 

 

Page 10 of 13 
 

3.74 The Meeting took note of the information that a new follow-up system to the Baltic Sea Action 
Plan and Ministerial Declarations (doc. 3-18) is being developed and that it will be based on indicators and 
agreed procedures to conclude when actions are accomplished.  

3.75 The Meeting noted that the Contracting Parties being also EU Member States had submitted 
a common response to the European Commission to the conclusions of the Regional Meeting with EU 
Member States of HELCOM and the European Commission to follow-up the Article 12 Assessment of the 
MSFD of the implementation of Articles 8, 9, 10.  

3.76 The Meeting welcomed the information that the European Commission is considering 
financial support for HOLAS II project.   

3.77 The Meeting approved organizing the next meeting of the Gear group on 4-5 February 2015 in 
Berlin, Germany. 

3.78 The Meeting took note of the HELCOM project application sent to the EU as a response to the 
Call “Best practices for action plans to develop integrated, regional monitoring programmes, coordinated 
programmes of measures and addressing data and knowledge gaps in coastal and marine waters” (doc. 3-
16). 

Working Group on State of the Environment and Nature Conservation 
(State and Conservation) 

Documents: 3-9, 3-12, 3-13 

3.79 The Meeting agreed on the ‘State and Conservation’ as a name for the established new 
HELCOM Working Group on State of the Environment and Nature Conservation, based on former HABITAT 
and MONAS, as well as on the name ‘Pressure’ for Working Group on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic 
Sea Catchment Area. 

3.80 The Meeting took note of the Outcome of the first meeting of the Working Group on State of 
the Environment and Nature Conservation (doc. 3-12), and congratulated the elected co-chairs Ms. Penina 
Blankett, for Nature Conservation issues, and Mr Urmas Lips, Monitoring and Assessment issues. The 
Meeting agreed on the Work Plan for State and Conservation for 2014-2016 (Annex 8).  

3.81 The Meeting took note of the information that the development of the Recommendation on 
conservation of Baltic Sea species threatened according to the HELCOM Red List was taken forward by a 
core group consisting of Lead Country Germany, Finland, Sweden and the Secretariat. A new draft of the 
recommendation is aimed to be circulated to all Contracting Parties in January 2015 with the view of 
finalizing for adoption at HELCOM 36-2015. The development of the recommendation on conservation of 
biotopes, habitats and biotope complexes will recommence when the recommendation on species has been 
concluded. 

3.82 The Meeting approved organizing the second meeting of the State and Conservation Working 
Group on 11-15 May 2015 and the third meeting on 9-13 November 2015. 

3.83 The Meeting took note of and welcomed the progress report on the CORESET II project (doc. 
3-13). The Meeting recognized that the development of core indicators may need to continue beyond the 
finalization by mid-2015 of the current CORESET II project to provide sufficient indicators for the upcoming 
holistic assessment. 

3.84 The Meeting welcomed the joint meeting of the CORESET II and OSPAR ICG-COBAM and the 
proposals for coordinated development of indicators in the two marine regions (doc. 3-9). The Meeting 
agreed that HELCOM will explore the possibility to join the existing ICES-OSPAR JWGBird, and if this is 
found feasible, to propose amendments to the terms of reference for the Group to reflect also HELCOM 
needs to develop and carry out regular status updates of bird indicators. 

3.85 The Meeting took note that Denmark supported the proposal but indicated that due to lack of 
resources it is not always possible for Denmark to participate in expert meetings.  
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3.86 The Meeting furthermore supported that the Secretariat will follow-up options for 
cooperation on other biodiversity indicators along the proposals by experts and conclusions by Gear and 
State and Conservation and that cooperation on development of hazardous substances indicators will also 
be explored. 

 HELCOM-VASAB MSP Working Group 

Documents: 3-25 

3.87 The Meeting took note of the progress within the BALTWISE project (doc. 3-25) and supported 
a follow-up project with HELCOM participation, possibly to be proposed to the INTER-REG Central Baltic 
programme (deadline February 2015). 

Agenda Item 4  HELCOM institutional and organisational matters 

Documents: 4-1, 4-2, 4-3, 4-4 

4.1 The Meeting took note of the Audit Report and the Financial Statement of the Helsinki 
Commission for the financial period 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014 (doc. 4-1) and advised the Executive 
Secretary to submit them to the 36th Meeting of the Commission in order to have the accountables officially 
discharged from responsibility. The Meeting also noted that the Working Capital Fund still remains below the 
level mentioned in Financial Rule 3.4 and agreed to bring it to the attention of HELCOM 36-2015. 

4.2 The Meeting took note of the position by Latvia and Lithuania that their decision to increase 
their contribution to reach the equal share according to Article 22.3 of the Helsinki Convention in the financial 
year 2015-2016 and 2016-2017, respectively, is based on the budget level of the present financial year (2014-
2015) and that the equal share for all countries should be defined in the same way.  

4.3 The Meeting noted that the remaining Contracting Parties are in the position to support the 
proposed budget for the financial year 2015-2016 and the budget frame for the following years as contained 
in documents 4-3 and 4-4 (Annex 10). 

4.4 The Meeting requested the Executive Secretary to make a proposal on how to reflect the 
position by Lithuania and Latvia in the budget for 2015-2016 and in the frame for the following years, and to 
submit a revised budget and frame to the 36th Meeting of the Helsinki Commission.  

4.5 The Meeting considered the revised draft for modernized observer guidelines (doc. 4-2) and 
approved the guidelines for submission to HELCOM 36-2015 for adoption. 

Agenda Item 5  Synergies with the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) 

Documents: 5-1 

5.1 The Meeting welcomed the representatives of Priority Areas and Horizontal Actions (PA Bio, 
PA Hazards, PA Nutri, PA Safe, PA Secure, PA Ship, HA Spatial Planning) of the EU Strategy for the Baltic 
Sea Region (EUSBSR), joining in to exchange ideas and to discuss why and how to improve in practice the 
synergies between activities of HELCOM and under EUSBSR, and to decide on concrete actions to 
coordinate better for the common regional aims.  

5.2 The Meeting took note of the following presentations: 

― on PA Hazards by Jenny Hedman, Swedish Environment Protection Agency (Presentation 2). 

― on PA Nutri by Kristiina Isokallio and Laura Saijonmaa, Finnish Ministry of the Environment and 
Andrzej Jagusiewicz, Polish Chief Inspectorate for the Environment (Presentation 3). 

― on PA Ship and PA Safe by Ditte Folke Henriksen, Danish Maritime Authority (Presentation 4). 

― on PA Secure by Julia Fredriksson Swedish, Civil Contingencies Agency, and Janusz Gaciarz, CBSS 
(Presentation 5). 
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― on HA Spatial planning by Talis Linkaits, VASAB, and Monika Stankiewicz, HELCOM (Presentation 6). 

5.3 The Meeting further welcomed the information by Ms. Erja Tikka, Ambassador for Baltic Sea 
Affairs, Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland, on the outcome of the meeting of the EUSBSR National 
Contact Points, held in Tallinn, Estonia on 8 December 2014. The latest developments on the EUSBSR 
revision process indicate that there will be more focus on synergies and complementarity. Most of the 
current PAs and HAs with already established cooperation with HELCOM work will be kept after the review 
process. The appeal of HELCOM’s role as setting the policy goals and providing expertise, and the EUSBSR 
role to focus on concrete implementation as well as acting as a platform for EU funding to regional 
priorities and projects, has been taken forward.  

5.4 The Meeting stressed that one tangible benefit of the increased synergies is to use limited 
resources – financial as well as other, more efficiently.  

5.5 The Meeting took note of the note from the Russian Federation, considering that EUSBSR 
complies with the objectives of HELCOM and serves as a tool for implementation of the HELCOM 
commitments, which are in line with the Strategy of Social and Economic development of North West 
region of Russian Federation; and also mentioning of the possibilities for Russian experts to participate in 
the EUSBSR activities. 

5.6 The Meeting concluded that it is important to develop a proposal to institutionalize the 
cooperation between HELCOM and EUSBSR, and to define the specific tasks of the Working Groups, Chairs, 
the HELCOM Secretariat and the EUSBSR Coordinators and Steering Committees. 

5.7 The Meeting recognized the financial opportunities of EUSBSR for implementing HELCOM 
Baltic Sea Action Plan and other HELCOM requirements. In addition, it was noted that EUSBSR can provide 
potential hands-on help to support the HELCOM countries in identifying and using funds including the use 
of private investments. 

5.8 The Meeting was of the opinion that HELCOM Heads of Delegation as well as Working Groups 
are in the position and should provide expertise and policy directions to point to the implementation needs 
which can be met with and supported by EU projects.  

5.9 The Meeting acknowledged the importance of bringing any policy-relevant outcomes of the 
EUSBSR projects to the attention of relevant HELCOM Working Groups. 

5.10 The Meeting agreed on the following concrete ideas on how the cooperation between 
HELCOM and EUSBSR could be enhanced and formalized: 

― Co-chairing of the PAs and HAs, as has been successfully done in e.g. PA Bio and HELCOM-VASAB 
Maritime Spatial Planning Working Group, to genuinely have all the relevant activities and plans 
“under one roof” 

― Using the existing forums of a given area or topic, let them grow, and not to unnecessarily create 
new ones  

― Giving HELCOM – working groups, their chairs as well as the Secretariat – the possibility to 
participate in the consideration of flagship projects, as appropriate 

― Frequent exchange between HELCOM and EUSBSR through back-to back or joint meetings 

― Regular meetings between HELCOM Heads of Delegations and representatives working with 
EUSBSR. 

5.11 The Meeting agreed to bring up the HELCOM and EUSBSR cooperation again in HELCOM 
36-2015 and requested the Secretariat to initiate the preparation of the consolidated input by HELCOM to 
the revision process of the EUSBSR utilizing the expertise of the working groups.  

Agenda Item 6  Any other business 

Documents: 6-1, 6-2 
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6.1 The Meeting took note of the information by Russia about the XVI Baltic Sea Day Forum which 
will be held in St. Petersburg on 18-20 March 2015. The provisional agenda will be submitted by Russia to 
the Secretariat for circulation to the Contracting Parties. 

6.2 The Meeting recalled that the information regarding the activities of HELCOM expert meetings 
is sent to HELCOM HOD and should be used by the HODs to follow the work in HELCOM at large. 

6.3 The Meeting took note of the on-going projects within HELCOM (doc. 6-1). 

6.4 The Meeting approved the progress report on communication activities 2014 (doc. 6-2). 

6.5 The Meeting agreed that it would be important to start considering the next Ministerial Meeting 
at HELCOM 36-2015. 

6.6 The Meeting took note of the information that the 10th Baltic Sea Science Congress, back-to-
back with the 2015 EUSBSR Annual Forum, will take place in Riga, Latvia, on 15-19 June 2015.  

6.7 The Meeting recalled the role of the European Commission in the implementation of EU 
legislation and financing, in particular. The Meeting took note of the statement by the European Union as 
included in Annex 9.  

Agenda Item 7  Next meeting(s) 

Documents: None 

7.1 The Meeting agreed to hold the next meeting of the HELCOM Heads of Delegation (HELCOM 
HOD 48-2015) in Tallinn, Estonia, on 10-11 June 2015 and the following meeting (HOD 49-2015) tentatively 
on 2-3 December 2015. 

Agenda Item 8  Outcome of the Meeting 

Documents: 8-1 

8.1  The Meeting adopted the Outcome of the Meeting as contained in document 8-1.  

 


